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Changes in sperm parameters in the cauda epididymides and antifertility effect
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Abstract This paper reports the changes of three sperm parameters of the cauda epididymides and
fertility in 37 adult male Wistar rats, after treatment by garage with TH; of Tripterygium hypoglaucum
(Levl.) Hutch. in ethanol extract in 21 rats (116mg.kg™' /d x 30d). The studies showed that sperm
parameters in the left and right sides of the cauda epididymides of the control rats were not significantly
different (P> 0.05), but were very significantly different (P <0.01) when compared to rats 20 days after
discontinuation of treatment. All tested rats lost their fertility completely. In the control rats. the sperm
motility of the cauda epididymis of rats killed in April~June were markedly lower than those of killed in
other months. We found that the rats with body weight over 400g, with testis—volume above 3.5ml or un-
der 1.0ml, can affect the sperm quality of the cauda epididymis. However. the sperm parameters and fer-
tility in rats 70 days after discontinuation of treatment with TH; showed no difference from the controls.
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