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A PROPOSED CLASSIFICATION OF CULTIVARS OF
RHODODENDRON SIMSII PLANCH, CULTIVATED IN KUNMING

Bao Chengzhbang
( Kunming Institute of Botany, Academia Sinica)
Abstract

The plant earns its name Ying Shan Hung(Mountain-reflection red),
owing to it blooms at the early spring, and the rocky slopes of the low
hills are ablaze with the showy flowers. In cultivation, there are many
cultivars with colors ranging from pure white to purple, or pink with
purplish, brilliant golden red and other colours. There are 52 cultivars
observed in the Botanical Garden of the said Institute, and the other
gardens in Kunming.

Basing upon the accnmunated data on the morphological changes of
the phenological phenomena during several years of blooming seasons, the
writer attempted to propose the following criterion on the classification'
of the said species. They are; the variations of the stamens and pistil,
the type and size of the corolla, the color of the flower, and the degree.
of petalody of calyx and the proportion of calyx to the corolla, the
blooming data and their habit.A key of 52 cultivars has been constructed.

The writer hopes that this proposed scheme may reflect their rela-
tionship on the evolutionary sequences and may have some  use to the
horticultural practice. '

The further works on the formation of cultivars and its tendency of
evolution will be reported later.




