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On social and cultural values of ethnobotany Long Chun- Lin and Wang Jie- Ru
( Department of Ethnobotany, Kunming Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of
Sciences) , J. Plant Resour. & Environ. 1994, 3(2); 45~50

The nature and research status of ethnobotany, and its economical, ecological,
environmental and scientific functions are briefly introduced in the present paper. A
tentative research on the social and cultural values of ethnobotany, which are the other
aspects of values of ethnobotany, is achieved in this paper. The ethnobotanical achievement
is the evidence of civilization of ethnic groups, which is helpful to improve the self-
confidence of minority nationalities. Ethics and intelligent property right of ethnobotany are
treated as the social values. Kinds of culture phenomena of ethnobotany such as plant
ceremony culture, flower-eating culture, plants used for communication and herb culture
are described. Plants have played important roles in religion based on their uses as totem,
taboo and holy things. As a result, the authors believe that ethnobotany will be potential in
the conservation of culture diversity and biodiversity.
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