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Abgtract :  The Northwestern Yunnan Province is a poor and remote ethnic mountain
area, where the natura and biodiverdty conservation possesses a gecial podtion in Chi-
na. Grasdand anima husbandry has great economic, ocia and ecologica sgnificance to
loca communities. The conservation efortsin the last decades, however , as they pro-
moted the traditional grazing system shifting from moving to being more sedentary , a
caused shrinkage of available grazing land , reduction of average herd sze, and shortage
of fodder supply. These, in generd , have hindered the development of animal hus
bandry and lead to the conflicts between natural conservation and economic development
of loca communties. Current reforestation efforts and fire ban have intensfied the ga
tial unbalance of grazing interference, putting more pressure on forested lands, which in
practice restricted the effectiveness of those efforts. Some suggestions were proposed to
mitigate the conflicts.
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