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Ethno-National Studies, No.5, 2007

of sedentary livingfor the herdsmenimplemented by the government isin line with the desire
of most Tibetan herdsmen. Economic, cultural and psychological elements jointly influenced
the decison of sedentary livingfor the Tibetan herdsmen. The governments at various levels
should take comprehensive policy to promote the Tibetan herdsmen’ s sedentary living and
the construction of new pastoral areas.

Keywords: pastoral area; Tibetan herdsmen; sedentary living of herdsmen;
construction of new pastoral areas.

Ritual Changesand the Role of Woman : An Anthropological Sudy of the

Kugzagzaq Ritesamong the Hani People in the Village of Jingkou

Ma Chongwei and Pan Chunmei (38)

Abgtract : On the bassof three years observation of the Kugzagzaq rites among the
Hani people in the village of Jingkou, the paper describes its basc contents and changes.
The Kugzagzaq rites, also known as the Festival of the Sxth Month, are held to pray for
blessngs and ward off the evils. It stresses that a meaningful life must be related with the
system of the sacred order. But the changes in daily life, particularly in the social role of
woman , have changed the ritesin terms of its contents and meaning. The paper holds that
distinction between the sacred and the secular or between the social gendersis the outcome of
cultural constructing. Theinstitutional culture guides people’ s social behaviors, but at the
same time provides room for people’ s active creation.

Keywords: Jingkou, the village of ; Hani, nationality of ; kugzagzaq rites; role of
woman.

The Tibetan Households Custom of Weisang in Yunnan Province: With Two

Tibetan Communities in Diqing Tibetan Autonomous Prefecture as the Cases

Li Maolin and Xu Jianchu (46)

Abstract : Weisang, or the cultural custom of burning offerings for smoke, plays an
important rolein the Tibetans daily life. In the Tibetan areasof Yunnan province, thereis
a variety in selection of material for weisang. Smilarly, the weisang rites vary obvioudy in
different areas and changes with the time. The selection of material has much to do with the
Tibetans' daily life, emphasizing both the function and the flexibility. Also, The ecological
principle is observed in the collecting plants for weisang.

Keywords: Yunnan; Tibetans; weisang, or burning offerings for smoke; Tibetan
Buddhism; botany.

On Fundamental Characteristics of Symbols Qu Ming an (56)
Abstract :  From the angle of symbolic anthropology, the paper summarizes and
analyzes the fundamental characteristics of symbols, including those of community , subject ,
multi-meaning , space/ time, and continuance. The characteristic of community means that
the overwhelming majority of symbols reflect the value orientation and psychology of a
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