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Discussion on Misunderstandings of Ethnobotany
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Abstract Ethnobotany involves study on the interrelations between man and plants in a given
area, which concerns the plants of economic importance and cultural value and also areas of
behavior and constructs of a society and the plant world. Ethnobotany is becoming an important
subject in searching for new plant materials and approaches of sustainable use and conservation
of plant resources. However, ethnobotany has not been given enough attention in China. Mis-
understandings about ethnobotany are the main factors that limit the development of the field in
China. Six pervasive misunderstandings (such as ethnobotany is meant only for study of the
effects of minority groups on plants or to document the plant knowledge recorded in ancient
books) in China are discussed in this paper in order to better understand the subject and take
part in ethnobotanical research and the promotion of ethnobotany in China.
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R A % (ethnobotany ) H H#EA LK,
BEL T 1005 EM KB $, HREHY ¥
Ve T#FRER B MR BUE R 2058
4 (GEREEL, 2003) . FEE A HAETETEIGIF
LR GE I TG bR IR e A Y B R
PR A H 22 1, RIEHEY# W EE W
ARAZIAMNMREER, RIEHED¥TE
MR R TR R 5 A Y SRR
T T RS AR FREE RS SRR,
SRR AW SRR B R R R & R
KT B AEY)- AL AR SRR 1 T BBt
FLINZ (Prance, 1991; Langendijk, 1996; Rao,
1996; Cotton, 1997) . FREA #iTREHE
VI 9T AR RIM R B %A, K EE BRI
HY) % 2 Ford .84 Z A1 1155, R Y)
FHRIEDE" GERE, 2002) . RTHT
I E R Y PR LR, H S BT RR
WY FTERM b A — Rk IX, [ ST
ERRIGEYFEH A S A E—E 2, B
TAAB W) TE R W) B8 U5 mT R S A 2 %
HRPHIEACERBIR T AE. £5E
SERTEFE A T AE 8 B B — B3t R
V¥R EET AR, MEEREE
BONHHAELSSFE REHEY %74k
fift o ASURXTIX 6 EHATIHE, BEMR
WA FTER F B R IE L AR, AT
BEZANMABIRE REAHY #5175
X, WK E R BP0 7T BME, RHEshIR
E R BEEY ¥ 0 R RAE R 5Tk

RX1 BEEEWEREFRISK
B i ] F) P AL B0 — 1) %)

MFE HREBEN 4 “RIEHY ¥
A0 B R HR o] B R I — 1%
B XA R, I BETREHY¥ T
4 R S J AR R DR R R R o (i X TR
M, XEERSEATE XN RE. FH
IWHRBEHY¥ AR B R KA LN

WA G AR R E R FFTER EE 0]
Bz —(GERRE, 2003), BB R KEYF7™
A X RE— R RR R F B R AT R 5 F R R
B BMZFER NP XEHFE —EXR.
18954, £ HE A BB WRFMHY)¥ K
Hanshbengen £ 7E 2 & K FH#H H5E—K
ARTAHRX “LEHY¥ (aboriginal-
botany){ &, JiH “TEHYE" EXLA
W R 6 3 RGR R — 1 TR, 1896
M NAEEE (EmEHYEHR) LEE
THEX “Purposes of Ethnobotany” (i
Y1# ) B #9), 3R FiEthnobotany fE Jy2#Fl &
18], K BRI B SRR 5T 28 BB R0
HATH G HEYREB . EZXES,
Hanshbengen#§ i, R F 2 BT 355
fERFTFIREY), B R ERATREE
TR RS, BRI A R A ST, 8
ZNFE Y 53 A FUEHE A B SEAR L, B8 AR
G IR, VA HE I R AR S 24K
#i(Ford, 1978) o \ R 7= 1 i 0 H
FRAAHES &, X T 40— R A HHF
b B ARSI FERR A R U, M 24 HbED
S % NAR BB Y R R R AR, iR b 3E
M X B 9] ol & R B — A SCHE
BERMRKEZ G, FEFEH BRI
T R ERA TR KN J1(Hill, 1952),
XX R F W — 2 KRR T BT/
PLB . FEEEY ¥ K Jones T 1941 £3 “R
BRI EHFE L Mikh, # REHEY
TS AR T IRAE R 48 B ro i
YT E , R YF N A 5T R
NEFHEY) 2 [RIHE B R F A —1 TR, BFST N
BEAMUAE R AL R BB A %, i 5
AR AN TMRIE R T B AR EREE, At fi TR
WRLEAE ), LA AR M) A a] B A 25 1
M BREITHZ (Jones, 1941) » Jones B T.4E
Xof R IGHE ) 0 R R TSRS B T AR K AR A
A, HE RIEHE Y # TR NAEE G A HLL,
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1978 4, (ERIKMY¥K Ford 1£
Hanshbengen fliJones A Zfit L ifF—20 % BT
X—HEE, K BB AR A
S A EAE R Ak R
YR m i SRR IR A SHEY MR
A B A BRI — U TREE, R T R
MYE BN E, R E D, Xt R
YI2F BT A FIRE ZEE T A4, DA R AR
Y12F W B 5T X 3 R AR 927 W ES Bt
5. BRAERKAEILS RIEHY . REX
WA MMEEEN . REHEYF 5RE
HIX, SEEFMHREED FET T
(Ford, 1978) , #3571 RIEAEH) 7 1 # BT .
Huxtable(1992) EHa¥ RFAHY) 2 L HBIFE
AR AL ST R F 22 . e AR5 HE (1988)
MR RGP IR N A R ), R
2RI — B X ) AN B S R e 4 i 5
R, AFEIEESS AU EEEEERN
YY), R B Z B RAL G 1T AR
Y Z R AR EAR A, B Ll RIS AR TN
BZ R NEF A R R R 5, 4%
ANEHEYETFFM, B4R, £8F
MFSCR A RS . BRARAEHIE, A RAF
MY s B, ARRHBERS
FAAN I BRI B AR v BT A8 A, HLAA AR RSO AL
R IR IRV TEUIR R T A R 515040, T
HARBRKEFAL Y B RHE T2 5, g
A RIEEFTE MY R AR B SRR
L2 MER MR, Rt AT R F
MM R R 2R MAIR B 20
B, U RIEE I FBI R L
TEBINBE R FCIT &, BES A 1 S Z Rl
MEXR, “PERERKE HEALHRH—
oy, X ORI )RR A ) BT R
I G AR ML B B R R R R A ¢
W — A7, H AT 2 RIEH Y FBE 5T
BiHZ AR TE—2 “DERK” X,
TERAEXEHXEERETEATEN

LG F R,

A SCEAMEEER “TODURA RIEEY)
ERVI R — X EREM T Ethno-
botany HH X4 “REHYIY " —iF (5%
F, 1982) , £ Z AT Ethnobotany % #{#% 4
CAXHEBET. “RBHEYFET M A
FHEYE" %, 1984 FFWHIRM (AL
RN ) A 1995 R E MRS, %K.
W AR R ) HEKE “REEYT” 1
JyEthnobotany ) U2 (SRR M B L,
1998; FEAEEE, 2003) , FERE, —#F “R
B —, REARSE “PRRE KA
K, HIE X B4 B PF R L A H RiGHE
Y12 SRR IUR LS HA RREK Rk, A
FH REHEYFR RV R RE W
PR XEE—MRER =4, UK
RPERERXED AAREZH—RIE, L
RIS BP0 52 LA AT 1 EE R B i o s R
R ITR R TR MA AW AR %
75 I A% G0 AR A B AR 2 B 5T b AN AT
P —EB 5 o

RRX2 REHEWFEFREXNEEE
B RICERAEY B FE ST OB

TR b, AR g
£ B — S EAE b Pric BN A R
R4 J7 T A Ge R 2 R AR ) 2 B
RE—NEHENE, XSG MPURB T RIF
F st it . AN [R] b DX AT TR AR 0 R AR
FIH SRR . XTdr 5 b Bric E 1 G 2
PUHAT SRS UE AT 5T, MBE T 4% 285 A7)
XA R A FKF, T B A REM 288
XfHATA LA Y ERAEEERE XN
FER. WELEWMELRAYELE
(artemisin)FE 2 M EA JLAN k20 Ry FTT St 69
ERPIEIREIM E I & (Artemisia annua) P2
Btk oA RS, B R T st RT LA SE 3 2
/ATGRT 168 4E LLRT (Klayman, 1985) , B X #&
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B RPUEE N e T EERIF 2 AR
A IC .. RESRAFESHE XEYEL%
MA%SFmKERE, m(MRERESRE).
(FAFE) (HRAE) (FEH
HY (HEFEs) M (RERARE) F,
XEZBEEPES T FENREHEY R
B, P 25 MUK AT — S b XA Y 9%
BHFI AR R HEERRER. 5—77
L, ETRE A EE R HEEY R
5%tk . BiE SR, LA
SOCERT R RS R SR RATF, F
A CUESE . AN A3 B (2003) A%
. DR BERHIE T S % R R B
EIHAT T RGBT, PIKL S (2003) XFE A
2459 138 9 B T S A IR IR R T T %
E . XS TAEXT T ff 9 U5 A4 ) R A 28
SRR BRAFIEFEEZE L BREH
SE1994) TEXT i #E SCRR P SAE AR R R
W #BE5E A T IF 2 BN TAE RiEsE
TIPRER, 1998; BB, 1999; PREH,
2002) o Hoth BT 9 SCRR o R ) R AL 24 B0
FMA— LR, NS HTEAR (1996) BIFFE T 5%
HRIES B ESE (FhE), KE
THX 13 LR N IEEY &2 RN %E
B BEAMLAFLZ KM TEMarullaz,
1991; Holmstedt, 1991; Flannery, 1996) . &
TRMBOR B #E SRS, RER At A 1L
TERERIE B A% A RAF AR SCFIE R,
WALTE R IR VLV IR X ) € B AL ) %5,
XEHH - AREE TIFEEENR G
Y& B, T X SRR R AL TE B,
R 35 FH A B L AR I 3 Ko R T %o 33X 26 671
BT SCER R R AR 22 DF S AR L B2 Y, Th
HZERHEM,

SR, Xty A SCHR B BT i B 0
LRI HA “REHYIER” TR B
MDY, W10, Ay A XSO SE,
R LR e eI E AR S

MY Z X R, ERBORFERE . AR
XA RS E R AR SHEY Z E K3
KR, WA Rl X #AR T AR AR
FEXTRPIHA IR R AR P SRR S B
BT R RGHBII, H, SRR D &
BB o b BT BN A S R AR MBS
e R F IR — N ERENE, BE AR
R A 2, T H AR EREEY
SFHEPS TAE R P REMX, A
KDL G MIRNPIR TR Z,
HirfEtt & EHBLT “REHEY AR &
P YT R, XBRER

R B o

RE3 REHEYFBEEERTE

XA AR TR T AR L R 1R
MZRHTE BT L B R R0 HAh
MR RERER L, RIGEY 20—
BAAUUED 51| 5 — Rk a5 — X R [H]
XA BRI T 07 SURER AR — T iR 2
B O RERAFERERL, 2003a) . B, TERIR
Y2 R VIRV 2 & IR BRI B
L BFRE KERE B IR T TEE AR T a4
RE P T s i XA gy B UR B R O =R
REETTHE, R AR WA RET
XPBFFEXT G ) RE VAR A %, B I 7E R
RIEHEYEPR D eI L T2 BR.
bt & R D A IR AR ik
FIAWTSERE, AR HAL 2R B 5 i B ot
JFRHBIARE A, 28 BRI E &
AW BUAE R F R SE , T4 HEF
LR RIS BOR R T 8 TV 25 FR A A e
Br{H (Voeks, 1996; HEEER 2, 1999; HE BRI
AL, 2003D) | Fiil 25 i FRE 773 (Phillips
and Gentry, 1993a, 1993b; Bernstein et al., 1997)
%, Hoft %(1999)% 7E “People and Plants”
19994F6 A iy TAERIR X Z It 5414
o7 AR R D5 P R AT T &
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HNH, ARG FERARPIESR
RIETFILA A E: M EEmAENTAH
W F AR E BB (Peters e al., 1989);
Xt A ) A FH A 19 2 B PE{4 (Phillips and
Gentry, 1993a, 1993b); X{ HASAE YR R 1T
E' AT XA AT R T
BiE{4 (Mutchnick and McCarthy, 1997); &~
FIRIA 7 T AT S E RIS (Balick and
Mendelson, 1992); #7735 FUHAth A 254 7 ik
5 38 bR TE VF A A% GE A 4 2 R o i R F
(Begossi, 1996; Bernstein et al., 1997); {481
NEABREZ B AH H OC R (Huai and Pei,
2004) %, Rtk Wi E RIGHYIFWRE, €8
B35 Jr 2 C 23558 N H F RIS P TR
o, BT RE B A AR e, K
YREERTENNRCE—EAERT,

RE 4 EA—PREXEYAA
WEE—EREN, FURKEY
FRBRERAR

M F RV PR R & 8 DU E L X
TENBERAFTXTE, A SeBF TR 4253 4 i b
FWE A, AODSEBIEEER. B
i, B AE T XA DBED A R E R
RIEHITA KRB FEDITT, nTRETEREN
A 1) PN R BB ELAE DGR IR AR VA A, AR A 4 B
A RGPS B A —EMNES
YR, RIGHEYIS R B SREE A RIEN
&G T R 2 5E BT 2 455X R — R R

H b AR AR, s RME R — R
R AL TEAEAN R B SRR o I B, b AT
HYHINRABAATEERKER . #ln, 54
T VO e b X PG 5 2R G ER L A R
TEZ5 AR L T AE R R K R,
TEMFSALE 5, X245 FAE s m A 7
A WZFEHERFH (Huai et al., 2000), B
W AL S BRI DA R B A 771 B SR B
FAFH ZAEPEER T AMTIA A . R AR

PHEYIE IR A R, NTTRE R
BEALBE G, R, BIfE R A OB E
A oA U AR R A B R A, BTAR
BHA LMY MG EMRA LR EELZHEN,
BHh, AR NPT RE—1 ST TR
(Joshi and Edington, 1990) , EHIA W g1
I AETEPEBEE B AR =4 . MiX—E X
BN, RIEH Y TR KN R AR NS
RSy & vl (ot X :

RES5 REHEYZRAENHES
B

TE RFEA I b, RS E B
XFEIBR T A LASME A A R AT (R,
R IE L WEEALE . AR
FHAR RSP IS T R TBL, indstl
KRIFR . XKBAYTHIRES 5 ARG
(participatory rural appraisal, PRA)&, BRTA
A H RIEHEYFa B &R+,

BARNERBEAEYFHR AL CHN
—ABERRT 2, (B RGEAE Y2 SR B 2 a0
faliE i Ho A B SRR B AT BORMR RBeAth
I FI SR 6 . RIGHEY#
MR LEMEIIEERARES HKE
TE | FESL ST E S TAEER R A R FHE
FEPATANE . BRBEEZHAN AL S
H: A FA Hi(total human ecosystem)” Fl “}t
2-Z%-BRE 5 HE B A HBi(social-economic-
natural complex ecosystem)” FIEEFMHA
5RAKAXFR . mEMNBHEIFTHTHREHY
FWRIERE, B REZBEEHNE AR
FOUHRMYEHF) T T/EE AHEP,

B AR R U130, R F_—ITER
Bl 5ol Z IR s U R ARy
LHARANE LBEIRT 2R XK
B RIEHYIFIRFTA SHEYZ 0] #4185
&, BT UABE A RE SR 2 75 [E AR YY), thASRE SR 4
HEBA, L% _EAMEAEER, A
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T4 £ (40 Economic Botany, Journal of
Ethnopharmacology, Conservation Biology,
Biological Conservation, Toxicon, BioScience,
Nature 1 Science %), 55 #ME Botanical Jour-
nal of the Linnean Society% EREZ 1 B A
FHEZAR YRR P REEYERA
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TGN AR LR EH P Human Ecology
ZHYE. BRXRARFEESZRSBWM
19964F44 RIFAE Y A BIE S fRwh, A
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2003), RIEEYFHRRRERAB IR LR
£ B RBEEART LN ( S BEEYBIE )
(BREFE M), (HERZ). (NAS
BEAEEMR ). CHY B S 5 ).,
(ALY =), (EWERE). (A
AR M COTEEY ) B,

B2, REEYFRRARMEHA TSR
W —BRRTE, ARARRE Rt
S0 . AETE, HREHEYERRES
RN BRFENAETRITASHEDZ B
HEXR., BRTAEREEYEF RV TE
HHERZPBRBEAEY S ARREIR
MINBGL o BRIHH BRBEAR Y7 16 SR b PR o —
[THaR 2 BR S RIEHYE W F R R R
HER

RX 6 REEYFERMNTIEX
ERBIFEXT R, HILHBIRERK
BXRARRHK

B AT BRI 2 B 5T 00 B 24— 3440
RIEHBARIE . RIEGRUSHREE R
WX HATH . WIEFEy I, HFARSET
‘RIEEYEHRERBEALTRBFEL
MR .

ZRFAEBRITEIL X, BB A 25|
Sk SACE s X Ve R X, — 7
i FHEX e X AL G AR B B 5o 8, A
LRG0 AR A SR SR TE X3 R b
KRB, XX 8RN R
YIF R B, 5 — R T X sk
X B RAE NS HH MRS SR
BAZE T R R R B R AR E
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Z IR R Y BHEAEY), X BREP
BE5 &% Az BRI AHEE R A E R RIAE
HEE,

SR, RIGEARY)2E R TAEAAE THI5E
AN P — 5 DX P R A R X AR P BT UR
FIRSCER P RE MBS, B EE MRS
WHTIREG B3 KE M@k R SR N
FIF LB IR R AL X i & b (Martin
and Semple, 1994) , B BT —4 RIEMHY
PRI B WX R AL —
FEJRRRYE, (A Bk R Y T 4 Rt
H R £ XA 2 3L R i R Fe R, 7
ZH KA FEF AR SSRGS R
R R—ALRER A= LR P AR
S8 RBRIFEERBET RN, Bt Xk
ML B BMARTE AR
RiE2ME. MEEERARARTEEREY
FHPUER 24T, XFFI SR A M 8
MAEERSE X RRE TIEEEENL
E; &P BB ARSI B A A SRR S L
BT FRABNABRIEFERETIERE
HEMNESEA (Huai and Pei, 2002), X3t
MR EBARRA SR, Hit, BEERE
AR Y2 E B T AT B ¥ K i b B3 L
A —E R, (8 RBAEY2E TR SRR
EHEFUMHEER AP P HRAIERE
BLE X, T H A 2pih X B A A AR B
BAEHREENHEIENL
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