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Observation of Leaf Epidermis of Fve Speciesin Colocasa by SEM

CAl Xiurzhen'? |LIU Ke'ming' , LONG Churrlin®
(1. Botanicd Department , Gollege of Life Science, Hunan Norma Universty , Changsha 410081, China;
2. Kunming Ingitute of Botany , Chinese Academy of Sdiences, Kunming 650204, China)

Abgract: Led epidermis of five gecies in the genus Colocasia Schott (Araceae) , were examined by scanning
eectron microsoopes (SBM) |, of which C. bicdor, C. heterochroma, C. lihengiae and C. gigantea were reported for
thefirg time. In this genus, the upper and lower epidermis cells are polygnd ; the patterns of anticlina walls are
draight or arched ; the gomata gppearatus which mainly digtribute on the lower epidermis are paracytic , and regularly ar-
ranged. Although the characters in Colocasia,, such as the shgpe of epidermis cdlls are less important between ecies
and can be used as secondary ones, the combined characters of outer someatal ledge (or rim) , the two polesof guard cell
and the attachments of epidermal cell may be usfful for gecies identification.
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