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Taxonomic Treatment of Chinese Polyspora Sweet (Theaceae)

YANG Shi-xiong

(Kunming Institute of Botany, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Kunming 650204, China)

Abstract: A taxonomic treatment of Polyspora Sweet (Theaceae) from China is given, based on the latest available
data on DNA and morphology. It is revealed that Gordonia Ellis s. 1. is not a monophyletic group. The species
from North America and from East Asia should be separated into two different genera, Gordonia Ellis s. str. and

Polyspora Sweet, respectively. All Chinese species formerly placed in Gordonia are transferred to Polyspora and

seven new combinations are proposed.
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Polyspora Sweet in Hort. Brit. 1: 61. 1826. TYPE:

Polyspora axillaries (Roxb. ex Ker-Gawl.) Sweet.

2.1 Cora e

Polyspora acuminata (H. T. Chang) S. X. Yang,
comb. nov. — Gordonia acuminata H. T. Chang in
Acta Sci. Nat. Univ. Sunyats. 22 (2):112. 1983. TYPE:
China. Sichuan, Jiading, W. C. Cheng 3591 (holotype,
SYS)

Gordonia axillaris var. acuminata Pritz. in Bot.
Jahrb. 29:473. 1900, syn. nov. SYNTYPE: China,
Chongqing, Nanchuan, Rosthorn 147 & 754 (B).

Gordnia szechuanensis H. T. Chang in Icon. Corm.
Sin., Suppl. 2:469. 1983, nom. invald. — Polyspora
szechuanensis (H. T. Chang) C. X. Ye in Guihaia 10

(2):102. 1990, nom. invald.
Taa L' DL N 2 1) i

2.2

Polyspora axillaris (Roxb. ex Ker-Gawl.) Sweet
in Hort. Brit. 1:61. 1826. — Camellia axillaris Roxb.
ex Ker-Gawl. in Bot. Reg. t. 349. 1818. — Gordonia
axillaris (Roxb. ex Ker-Gawl.) Dietr. in Syn. PI. 4:863.
1847. TYPE: unknown.

G. shimadae Ohwi in Journ. Jap. Bot. 13:337.
1937. — Polyspora shimadae (Ohwi) Ohwi in Act.
Phytotax. Geobot., Kyoto, 10:136. 1941. TYPE: China,
Taiwan, Shinten, Y. Shimada 5603 (holotype, TI).

G. tagawae Ohwi in Journ. Jap. Bot. 13:337.
1937. — Polyspora axillaris var. tagawae (Ohwi) S. S.
Ying in Quart. Journ. Chinese Forest 20(4):130. 1987.
TYPE: China. Taiwan, Koshungun, M. Tagawa 969
(holotype, TI).

2.2.1 Rk (5Azf)

var. axillaris
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var. nantoensis (Keng) S. S. Ying in Quart. Journ.
Chinese Forest 20(4):130. 1987. — Gordonia axillaris
var. nantoensis Keng in Taiwania 1:226. 1950. TYPE:
Taiwan, Nantou, E. Matuda 1920 (holotype, TI).
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2.3 Cordi &)

Polyspora chrysandra (Cowan) Hu [in Icon. Corm.
Sin. 2:858. 1972, in obs., nom. invalid.] ex S. X. Yang,
comb. nov. — Gordonia chrysantha Cowan in Notes
Roy. Bot. Gard. Edinburgh 16:184. 1931. TYPE: China,
Yunnan, Tengyueh, G. Forrest 9234 (holotype, E).

PAPUNS 5 PHA 27 o

565 (1972 44 Gordonia chrysantha Cowan’%
¥ 2| Polyspora J& , (0t T & A 51 iF A K 4
() 3Cmk, AR CHE B A8 Y iy 4 5D, Polyspora
chrysantha (Cowan) Hu NG RFHI TR, VEH
TELE T OO A4 FR G R

24 € [Hikey)
Polyspora hainanensis (H. T. Chang) C. X. Ye
[in Guihaia 10 (2):102. 1990, in clav., nom. invalid.]

ex S. X. Yanng, comb. nov. — Gordonia hainanensis
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H. T. Chang in Act. Sci. Nat. Univ. Sunyats. 22 (2):
111. 1983. TYPE: China, Hainan, Jianfengling, T. Q.
Yu 11206 (holotype, SYS).

PR o

2.5 € kD)

Polyspora kwangsiensis (H. T. Chang) C. X. Ye
[in Guihaia 10 (2):102. 1990, in clav., nom. invalid.]
ex S. X. Yang, comb. nov. — Gordonia kwangsiensis
H. T. Chang in Act. Sci. Nat. Univ. Sunyats. 22 (2):
112. 1983. TYPE: China, Guangxi, Damiaoshan, S.
H. Chun 16467 (holotype, IBSC).

[N gL IR

2.6 Cprdl e

Polyspora longicarpa (H. T. Chang) C. X. Ye [in
Guihaia 10(2):101. 1990, in clavi., nom. invalid.] ex S.
X. Yang, comb. nov. — Gordonia longicarpa H. T .
Chang in Act. Sci. Nat. Univ. Sunyats. 22 (2):111.
1983. TYPE: China, Yunnan, Tengchong, C. Chen
2-77 (holotype, KUN)

17 2 i DA SR A 4 e B

2.7 e

Polyspora tiantangensis (L. L. Denget G. S. Fan)
S. X. Yang, comb. nov. — Gordonia tiantangensis L. L.
Deng et G. S. Fan in Journ. Trop, Subtrop. Bot. 7(3):
193 -194. 1999. TYPE: China, Yunnan, Changning,
Exped. Langcangjiang Natural Reserve 980017 (holo-
type, SWFC).

PR

2.8 Cordl &

Polyspora tonkinensis (Pitard) S. X. Yang, comb.
nov. — Gordonia tonkinensis Pitard in Fl. Gen. Indo-
Chine 1:348. 1910. TYPE: Vietnam, Ninh-binh, Bon
s.n. (holotype, P).
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