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HPLC Analysis of Theanine and Gallic Acid in
the Species of Camellia sect. Thea
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Abstract: By means of HPLC technique, the theanine and gallic acid in the leaves of six species and three varieties of Ca-
mellia sect. Thea were analyzed. The results showed that both of them were generally occured i these plants and the coni-
ents in C. tdiensis and C. kwangsiensis are mastly close to those of C. sinensis var. assanica. Sice the leaves of C. tali-
ensis have also been historically used for preparing tea by folk peoples of Yunnan province, it could be suggest that C. tali-
ensis might one of the original plants of tea.
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Table 1 The contents of theanne and gallic acid in the
leaves of plants of sed. Thew ’
2
Species . .
theanine gallic acid ’ ’
Camellia sinensis 0.98 0 0922
C. sinensis var. assamia 0.50 0 105
C. sinensis var. dehungensis 0. 69 0 053
C. sinensis var. pubilimba 0.34 002 [ J
C. taliensis 0.89 Q0 076
C. kwangsiensis 0.67 Q11 1992, [ 3: 31—34
C. grandibracteata 0.58 0 041
, 1997. [J1. , 2: 2731
C. crassicolumna 0.29 Q0 045
C. tachangensis 0.11 0 051 » 8. L1 (
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