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General Introduction to Three-decades Development of Ethnobotany
and Perspectives in China

PEI Sheng-ji

( Kunming Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Kunming 650204, China)

Abstract; This paper presents general introduction and discusses on three-decades development of
ethnobotany and perspectives in China. Ethnobotany as a scientific discipline was born in 1896 in
the United States of America, it was introduced into China in 1982. After thirty years development,
ethnobotany as scientific discipline in China is remarkable in construction of discipline,
establishment of theoretic framework and innovative development, immense progress has been made
in sustainable utilization of plant resources, biodiversity conservation and cultural diversity
conservation as well as rural community development. This paper presents and discusses briefly
historical development of ethnobotany, discipline construction and theoretic innovation development
and ethenobotany research advances in China; Suggestions for further development of Chinese
ethnobotany in near future years are proposed in this paper.

Key words: ethnobotany; China; three-decades development; research advances; perspectives
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