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Plant Cataloguing in China: Past Present and Future
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Abstract: Dating at least as far back as “Shen Nong’s Herbal Classic” China has had a sys—
tematic plant catalog. However the development of ancient plant catalogs mainly follows herbal
tradition and concentrates on practical purposes such as medicine food and garden aesthe-
tics which has tended to limit scientific classification compared to the West. In this paper we
conducted an overall review of the history of Chinese plant cataloging and a comprehensive
comparison of all finished or ongoing Floras in the current provincial administrative regions and
the Flora Reipublicae Popularis Sinicae ( FRPS) . We also examined the problems exposed in
the compilation of the finished Floras and put forward an outlook for the future of Chinese plant
cataloging. We also determined a common phenomenon in plant cataloguing regarding envi-
ronmental assessment of nature reserves and other projects which has emphasized the impor—
tance of keeping voucher specimens in plant cataloging.
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Table 1  Statistics of flora compilation in the provincial administrative regions in China

Province Year Volume Edition Executive editor Taxa contained
1985- 1 4~11 1
1988-1991 1-~2 1
1989-1998 1997 1~51 2
1987-1991 1-~3 1
1992 1-~2 2 R R
2004 1 1
1990-1997 1998 1~21 1
1992-2004 1~5 1
1981-1998 1~4 1 .
2005- 2 1
1986-2007 1-~2 2
1977-1982 1-~2 1
1999 1-~2 1
1986-1992 1~5 1 -
1976-2002 1~4 1
2000- 1-~2 1
1993- 1-~2 1
1989-1993 1-~8 1
1982-1995 1~6 1 -
1975-2003 1~6 2
1987-2009 1-~9 1
1991- 1-~2 1
1964-1977 1~4 1
1861- 1~4 2 G. Bentham R
2005-2007 1-~8 1
1981- 1~16 1
1982-2004 1~10 1 1
1977-2006 1~21 1
1992- 1~24-~6 1 -
1996-1999 1~4 1
1983-1987 1~51 1

N ) 2008 .

Notes: The volume of Mosses or Ferns is presented separately; the executive editors of different editions are all presented although
sometimes they are only editors in the absence of executive editors. The revision of Flora of Jiangsu is still ongoing from 2008.
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