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ON THE ORIGIN OF MONOCOTYLEDONAE FROM
COMPARATIVE STUDIES OF THE
CHEMICAL CONSTITUENTS

Yang TSUNG-REN AND CHOw JUN
(Laboratory of Phytochemistry, Yunnan Institute of Botany)

ABSTRACT

Through the comparative studies of alkaloids, steroids, triterpenoids, cyanogenic
glucosides and fatty acids in the relevant orders of Monocotyledonae and ‘“‘ Nymphaeales’’,
and Ranunculaceae, the authors point out the close phylogenetic relationship between
the Ranunculaceae and Liliales. They support the hypothesis that Liliales, the oldest
primitive Monocotyledonae, was originated from Renunculaceae, and they disagree
with the view point of Takhtajan who advocated that Alismales evolved from Cabom-
baceae.



