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The genus Salvia Linnaeus (1753: 253) contains about 1000 species (Alziar 1988–1993) and is distributed cosmopolitanly 
(Harley et al. 2004). The genus is by far the largest genus of Lamiaceae over the world, and the second largest of this family 
in China. Totally 85 species are recorded from China, of which 81 are native (Li & Hedge 1994, Hu et al. 2013, 2014, 
Hu & Peng 2015). Some species, such as S. coccinea Buc’hoz ex Etlinger (1777: 23) and S. tiliifolia Vahl (1794: 3), have 
successfully naturalized in China (Hu et al. 2013); while other species, e.g. S. splendens Sellow ex Wied-Neuwied (1820: 
46), are widely cultivated in China.
	 Salvia pauciflora E. Peter (1934: 122) was described from a collection (G. Forrest 18985, Fig. 1A) from NW Yunnan, 
China. Unfortunately, it is an illegitimate name according to Article 53.1 of the International Code of Nomenclature for 
Algae, Fungi and Plants (McNeill et al. 2012) because the name is a later homonym of S. pauciflora Kunth (1818: 303), 
which is endemic to Mexico (Martínez-Gordillo et al. 2013, Fig. 1B). However this problem was discovered in neither Flora 
Reipublicae Popularis Sinicae (Wu & Li 1977) nor Flora of China (Li & Hedge 1994). After examining the type material of 
both names it is concluded that the two homonyms apply to two totally unrelated taxa. To enable its formal use, the Chinese 
species requires a new name which is proposed below.

Salvia wuana C. L. Xiang, nom. nov. Replaced name: Salvia pauciflora E. Peter (1934: 122), nom. illeg., blocking 
name: S. pauciflora Kunth (1818: 303). Type:—CHINA. Yunnan: G. Forrest 18985 (holotype E-00317537, photo!)

Etymology:—Named in honor of late Professor Cheng-Yi Wu (Zheng-Yi Wu; 1916–2013), a prominent botanist from 
Kunming Institute of Botany, Chinese Academy of Sciences, and his dedicated taxonomical work on Lamiaceae of China.
	 Distribution:—Under Forests; 2800–3400 m. Sichuan and Yunnan.

Acknowledgments
This work was jointly supported by the National Natural Science Foundation of China (#31370229), the Natural 
Science Foundation of Yunnan Province (#2015FB169), and the Youth Innovation Promotion Association, Chinese 
Academy of Sciences (#2013253).

References
Alziar, G. (1988–1993) Catalogue synonymique des Salvia L. du monde (Lamiaceae) I–VI. Biocosme Mesogéen 5: 87–136; 6: 79–

115,163–204; 7: 59–109; 9: 413–497; 10: 33–117.
Etlinger, A.E. (1777) Commentatio Botanico-Medica de Salvia. Waltherus, Erlangen, 63 pp.
Harley, R.M., Atkins, S., Budantsey, A.L., Cantino, P.D., Conn, B.J., Grayer, R., Harley, M.M., Kok, R., de, Krestovskaja T., Morales, 

R., Paton, A.J., Ryding, O. & Upson, T. (2004) Labiatae. In: Kubitzki, K. & Kadereit, J.W. (Eds.) Families and Genera of Vascular 
Plants. Flowering Plants. Dicotyledons – Lamiales (except Acanthaceae including Avicenniaceae), vol. 7 . Springer, Berlin, pp. 
167–275.

	 http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/978-3-642-18617-2_11
Hu, G.X., Liu, Y., Xu, W.B. & Liu, E.D. (2014) Salvia petrophila sp. nov. (Lamiaceae) from north Guangxi and south Guizhou, China. 

Nordic Journal of Botany 32: 190–195.
	 http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/j.1756-1051.2013.00221.x
Hu, G.X. & Peng, H. (2015) Identity of Salvia weihaiensis (Lamiaceae) from China. Phytotaxa 202 (4): 298–300.



XIANG ET AL.100   •   Phytotaxa 255 (1) © 2016 Magnolia Press

	 http://dx.doi.org/10.11646/phytotaxa.202.4.10
Hu, G.X., Xiang, C.L. & Liu, E.D. (2013) Invasion status and risk assessment for Salvia tiliifolia, a recently recognised introduction to 

China. Weed Research 53: 355–361.
	 http://dx.doi.org/10.1111/wre.12030
Kunth, C.S. (1818) Salvia. In: Humboldt, A., Bonpland, A. & Kunth, C.S. (Eds.) Nova genera et species plantarum. Sumtibus Librairie 

Graeco-Latino-Germanicae, Lutetiae Parisiorum, pp. 286–305.
Li, H.W. & Hedge, I.C. (1994) Salvia. In: Wu, C.Y. & Raven, P.H. (Eds.) Flora of China 17. Science Press, Beijing & Missouri Botanical 

Garden Press, St. Louis pp. 196–224.
Linnaeus, C. (1753) Species Plantarum. Salvius, Stockholm, 1200 pp.
Martínez-Gordillo, M.J., Fragoso-Martínez, I., García-Peña, M.R. & Montiel, O. (2013) Géneros de Lamiaceae de México, diversidad 

yendemismo. Revista Mexicana de Biodiversidad 84: 30–86.
	 http://dx.doi.org/10.7550/rmb.30158
McNeill, J., Barrie, F.R., Buck, W.R., Demoulin, V., Greuter, W., Hawksworth, D.L., Herendeen, P.S., Knapp, S., Marhold, K., Prado, J., 

Prud’homme van Reine, W.F., Smith, G.F., Wiersema, J.H. & Turland, N.J. (2012) International Code of Nomenclature for algae, 
fungi, and plants (Melbourne Code): adopted by the Eighteenth International Botanical Congress Melbourne, Australia, July 2011, 
Publ. 2012. Koeltz Scientific Books, Konigstein, 208 pp.

Stibal, E.P. (1934) A revision of Chinese and East Burmese species of Salvia. Acta Horti Gotoburgensis 9: 101–165.
Vahl, M. (1794) Symbolae Botanicae I. Nicolaus Möller & Sons, Copenhagen, 85 pp.
Wied-Neuwied, M. Prinz zu (1820) Reise nach Brasilien in den Jahren 1815 bis 1817 von Maximilian, Prinz zu Wied-Neuwied. Frankfurt 

am Main: Heinrich Ludwig Brönner. 345 pp.
Wu, C.Y. & Li, H.W. (1977) Salvia. In: Wu, C.Y. & Li, H.W. (Eds.) Flora Reipublicae Popularis Sinicae 66 (2). Science Press, Beijing, 

pp. 70–196.

FIGURE 1. Photos of type specimens. A. Holotype of Salvia wuana C. L. Xiang (E00317537); B. Isotype of Salvia puaciflora Kunth. 
(P00136260).


