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Sacred Natural Sites ( SNS) Culture and Biodiversity Conservation
PEI Shengji

( Kunming Institute of Botany Chinese Academy of Sciences 650201 China)

Abstract: This paper gives a brief review on Sacred Nature Sites ( SNS) and biodiversity
conservation in China and abroad analyses SNS ethno ecological significance and discusses on the
application of sacred natural culture in biodiversity conservation. In general a SNS is a traditional
folk protected area which is based on traditional cultural beliefs. This paper provides survey methods
on the investigation of sacred nature sites mainly on the study of socio economical biodiversity
traditional knowledge and ecological service of nature sites. This paper has also proposed three
principals for establishment of community SNS for biodiversity conservation that are: 1) The
community has relevant cultural traditions; 2) The site is relatively in high value for biodiversity
conservation; 3) Available policy support from local government.
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