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Abstract: The metabolism of organisms is carried out through a series of metabolic pathways. How these ingeniously
regulated and collaborated metabolic pathways evolved has been a fascinating and important question for some time.
Since the ‘retro-evolution hypothesis’ was first put forward in 1945, there have been seven main hypotheses concerning
the evolution of metabolic pathways, including ‘retro-evolution of pathways, ‘semi-enzymatic theory’, ‘forward
development model’, ‘enzyme recruitment hypothesis’, ‘specialization of multifunctional enzyme’, ‘pathway duplication’,
and ‘de novo invention of pathways’. Among them, the most popular hypotheses are ‘retro-evolution’ and ‘enzyme
recruitment’, and recently greater attention has been paid to the ‘specialization of multifunctional enzyme’ hypothesis,
due to its strong theoretical basis and experimental evidence. Here, all of the seven hypotheses were reviewed, and the
development prospect of this field analyzed.
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BOSARRAT IR T AR . BARMREL R R A=
i AT L SR A A0 P A VS A L A Al YR T R A
Y A. B. C. D Al E %) J5UURHEET, 4000
A DA NIREE R i A T A b3l R
BT IEAFERT AR B 1 C )5 B Al C fEfHAL
FCHE MER TR LE A Al M0 A B
FERsE 40 M ik — P AR KR, IR AR 1
(Enzl) WJUFIA B f1 C & A 5848 K, Ifdy
PIEPEL A U A TERREETI RS, 1SRRI
JRAE MR, B, MUK B IMFEEl—E RN, B
i, HILEATEE 2 (Enz2) o] LR FIEREE 1) D Fl
E K4 B RS, JFRAEFENH (Horowitz,
1945; Risonetal, 2002). HT Enz2 Z{% Enzl —
FEREUE 454 B, FTLL Enz2 Al fEK E Enzl (R3ERE
] (Light et al, 2004). iR 5812 LI
LA R4S R4S (Rison et al, 2002), a2,
T ) AL S — R SR B A 7 2, —HA
AR e A AN BERRIR, &)
XA 7 st tfsE 1 T (Horowitz, 1945).
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Fig. 1 Retro-evolution hypothesis of metabolic pathways
(Rison et al, 2002)
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The arrow down indicates the concentration of the substances
reduced gradually.

MR TTCUE Y, 30 g b U8 A s AE 1T
DR L b A 08 A N 8 BRI AR AE - (R Al o ) 42 1)
WD EE R A g A R Pd itk (Horowitz,
1945) . FL B2 A REARRE AL 5 AR E AU Hh R )
AR AR T o HhAh, AR UL ) — AN A4

—— I R A A RN, BORA IR 2 IR S
R, AR L8 N A B BRI A A 2 BRI
(Hartman, 1975).

T 1) AN AR 8 PR — AN AR ) 48] - 2 R T A 0
1o PEMRAE & 40 M 3 2 A it 2 —, R
o2 — R Z AR 42 (Romano et al,
1996). FAZAN ML — B AT e MR A ik A2, H
1R 22 40 B B A M IR H et 1 o St 1 A D 7R
b A e o 5 PR (T = 5 3 [ (e B B S B A b d o
RS o e B SR ] = 2 )
(thermoacidophiles) A7 it 4 55 Ji W4 25 5 3 1) 1l
O Tt T R AT P PR TRl D 5 T DAk B T
AR TE g N E W om b A
(Fothergill-Gilmore et al, 1993). It4k, Widifl
PRV R &b T IR — AR e A HL A A 3% 2 S 3 2
(1) it A 0 ok R PR AR oK, A (R ) o R T IR — R,
Nahum & Riley (2001) 7 1l 2 KT 1 3 51 AH 2% 1)
RN A, — S8k T A AR AR HAE A AL
N A TR () ke S 2 R IRT o i, PR 2R & Bk
&) MetB Fil MetC (Belfaiza et al, 1986), 4
TIRB &2 trpCy trpA Fl trpB (Wilmanns et
al, 1991) DAKAEIR & i@ 2+ i) HisF Al HisA
(Fanietal, 1995), EAMEAIES NP, I
AT R

Brig ) A B Ak, BRI R S — AN T A
YA PR e 7 AN TR 4 T ARS e A7 R B
RGBS, AU T RIS T IR G
AR S A, ] DU N DA AR AR
LBt e S e SRRy IR RV L SN Y W (B
PP — 28 S N R R AR SO, JE k3
JERADEH K e AR AR b 1 = ) i v 1)
PR B8 AR B A R T A LA AR A
R, ARB AL B N 54 AR A B S B, T o 3l )
A BB AN AR @A (M Bk A H IR IR B ), 1
Wik ARSI A AR R T 5254 . Lazeano et al
(1999) NNy, XA A] LU I C A AERIAR
Hhgtedw it EZEY), Pinsed 75— Ri—
FRFRLE . B AR R, SRR RIS,
JRab A T R B e R A, AR
RN PRSI U T AR A
& S 72 B AT FH AR B S W 3% A2 T K (Lazeano et
al, 1999). MEAMEH@E I E SV B
IR e e ? Z 5 ARG G Y
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PR WL e ¥ I  (glutamine amidotransferase )
HisH & [ 7] DR B Hi i X — i ZR0ESE, 11
ZIKRE T RA HisH EARNS Y, el LUSEELN
RN, HAPHEIRFKE NH; (Rieder et al,
1994), [, Lazcano F1 Miller (1996) W\ A%k
I s HH NH; 32 iU 1, 5ok T NH; s a6
FEPIE A HisH AL, A e AiEs
U I A A B e AR NH; 4 s N A AU
WAt UL, BGOSR 1) — L8 i N AP BRAE BEA I
B BRA S, SAKRE), BT —FPR
Wil D B R e AR R AR AR I A TR
PO, ARG S N 4 A8k B S Y. T

55300 iy AR AR O TR — AN N SN AR 5
& 1990 4F 1 F. Cordo’n A iR 3 A A A2 T BT
FEH TR SRR . %2 B TR AR IR A iy A S
SRR IR e B . U IAEE R X A A A
PRI LA A7 BT AR = 1), o] DURE L B A = ik
— BB A A R RARAT T IR RS R AR A A
ST A BRSO 1 AR, IR
A GRZIN, BN 1 P AR ) 2 Tk
L Re R A it s Tk itk
2 XATLARE— B BfR, A% AR I A1 LUk
—3L M (Cunchillos et al, 2007). 1Z{R 51l |x)
BB — Se PR AT S S AR R (), dn AR i S gt
Uit o H 3800 i RS AR AR RN 2 AR
@A A .

2 EMIBSRIR

1975 4F Hartman & H 4= @y 19 F 7% & I 30
(Hartman, 1975), {3738 [t AR 18 40 B 1 i it
5E. S34h, A R R 2 AR e AR E 1,
AT IH A 25 A7 3 4 o T A I A2 1 A R o 42 U AN
T AR R R b (Jensen etal, 1976).
FEXFEMITS T, Yeas (1974) $2H T HEAHH 5
P, MFRPFHERA (patchwork model). %M UiIA
A AR IR A v] LA I 48 55 AT AR AR 1)
WitE, AT AN Bk H AN AR AR AN
SO PR I 2L S P03 R AR & 42 (Schmidt et al,
2003),

AR I 42 2 JES )RR 1 A0 DR 2 4 e = AR
WAL BRI R IAE AT 1) R
GRIER A & —PEANSR, X AT REAE BT R 4 40 g
FHRATRR, AV 1 5 i T LA 4 5 40 e A Ak Dy

KA. 2) LA B REITE . AR 2 R E/
ity 2 AT — & B R BORI I, a0 Miller &
Raines (2004) {41 B 1 R IS (sugar kinase)
GBI PERS f; Schofield et al (2005) 741
Pyrococcus furiosus H1 & Bl 3- I 48-D BT 57 417 5 i B
7-WIR-4 F i (3-deoxy-D-arabino-heptulosonate-7-
phosphate synthase, DAH7PS) 1 HA JE W&k 14
R i, DAHTPS AN AT LR DY e 18 8, e ml
DA AN R IR T i ml o IEAh, Cove (1974)
WA SR A A0 e R R AR T L )
ORGSR P A 7 R S 40 I ) Do 46 T A SRR TR AN O
AT R A AT A, AR Y L
Sl Z ATAFIX s ) 75 AR SEREA T, [R5 7= 4t st
RERE AR R o 0 FOFT SN s 4 A7 IRt 141
MG TR (Jensen etal, 1976).
SR PR HE BB R — AN 5 AT ) IR 2 5
2Ky (pentachlorophenol, PCP) FRARIEAE 1)K o
PCP J&—Fl R AR AAAAAE I R R, B LAAESL
AT, AEVEAAFAZ R I PR i1 AR
S H B (Sphingomonas chlorophenolica)
ol PCP ISARIIR AR R 56— AN g (L SR i &
I, pentachlorophenol hydroxylase) 1% — Ml (2,
6— AN, 2, 6-dichlorohydroquinone
dioxygenase) K 5L A} (chlorinated phenol)
Befftt: 5 AN GEEAYM G Z B, reductive
dehalogenase) & Hi % 24 R 73 i i 42 () MAA 544
lif (maleylacetoacetate isomerase) HEALIM KA. H
AT WL, PCP 3 i ade A oK H W AR a8 A2 1) iy
PHEE LI (Copley et al, 2000). PCP /34 il ig
FEVRIMEEW, AR 2 SR dEL, B3R
X BRI AE A R B AR @ A2 T8 i AR
FEVEH, LUl W PF A8 A e 3 S AR i 4k
PRI AR EZ/EH . Nahum & Riley (2001) 7£f
AT 51 SC I B RN R IR 20 X6 [R] )5
By AT 17 WAL ) B NAR 2 R /N 531 TR A
PR, Herh 280k B F AR &,
XA] RE AR AR R P B R SF I S5 . B
KK [ 58 Pl ) AT A R R B 22 I U SCHE X — R
YLAR,  XF BHE 58 45 R I AE AR 0 465 o 1K) 20 A i 2k
AR VAL 53— 7 34 T #F1E . Teichmann et al
(2001 FEVHEKIAT AN FACEI, 213 A4
MR 144 AR5 o3 A T AR @A o)
&b, Copley & Bork (2000) i & BUAR % dea i
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R EA TIM B AEE TIM B RIFESEH), Xtk
A AR AR T G FE P B R S 45
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i {15t

i TR Z R A EE B, Roy (1999)
WS AT BE S — DT, ]
e BRI a HELL I, 4R Y 22 Th R s A A
Wi——AR 38 A% 10 Ak T DL i SR AR R 2 1)
RERG SN . IX MR 2 T RER T AR AL AR 3412
W LSRN N, (ERL s il N AT g — MR
WSRO — N R 1) 2 DhRe R L, X
A2 Ty e Wl 28 0ok I DR AT R 3E — DR A Ok B Dy
B, IXARAREHIR RS LUE e T . S5
MIFE SR AR L, 3L R SO A SE T OA AR
WS RE, It HAS R A RBRITE, AR
TE 22 Ty i B 195 A1 0 HP 3K 26 45 47 35 (1) I R A4 10
2 RN, TAEREIFA S BULT, IX R S
IR — 20 [N

Z IR R U B S e IR 2 i T £
e mtt. SR 2R R AR ER,
— /N2 INRERE T DAMEAIE S 2 00 I oK — AR
AR =), IR AR R T 30 ) AR BT A
R LA AR AR ). AR TTT, 2 Dhfell
MW A A e 2 £E Roy (1999) FHke, Jsih4H
JiH LA AR IS IO A I e OV i . BRI
IRZ 8 A/BE A A I E— R S 2, g e
P AR It 0 2 7 B 5 Tl 2 L AR B 1 481
G T IR IR O A A (1) DU 2D T 2 e N 9 K 3
AAFE W AR, X — bR R AR e I T
IR A I 4 DA VS PERAL (Raushel et al,
1998) 0l &4 7 R G g WU A ] — /N 7 1 S50 A6 A A
TP EESER ;Y. (Carpenter et al, 1998). 4k, 1R
ZXINREM A A R BIIE Y — KA 209
SR = 20 A EEE T, LR 2 2 ) 6eR
BATEYE A % MRE £U (Light et al, 2004).

R — AR AR T AT B2 — AN Ris 2 2
RERGZE I 52 I RRE AL TE R, R4 AR g A v
V1) TG 8 e 3 52 S5 20 TR P g 12 A2 ) o 5K
b RS AU a8 A2 v PR IR T R — AN 3 v I 22
Dhfelgtise, fidutig KMt —%75
AR LPE T RE S IR, AR L A M AR 1 25 fR
B (Roy, 1999). iZAB Ui S HFIEH HE T R LI I

RIAE T 45K { B ISR A A R HE . T2 ThARE R IV
ST SRS A AR R AR A3 LA AE A, Bt DO R ]
DA G b e REAR TR AR (W A0 o (E I S TR g
AR AR T AT — € B R BRI, IR BRAE T2
AR AR Z M RN, HHeEA
RIT AL AR ISR T ROV 1) 2 D Re g
W2 ThRels ] DUR S 2 A R OB AR
Wgtt, MAFEAMREIER G SR oE 4
A LB BCH AR T 44208 2 Schmidt et al (2003) 1A
HIXAE A R R SE A TR, BT B A4
AR AR S AR, A A ET AR AR AT DA
o OAT AR IRARAE ) — DR BT S, R
WM. BN, 2RGSO 2R & i
PIANIEAEAT LD IE S N HAT ARABLR) S S AL
FL2 e IR A Y, AR AT B2 X R i A2
T MIUEYE (Gerlt et al, 2001; Schmidt et al., 2003 ).

4 MKEIERI

MSKAIE U BT VX T Schmidt et al (2003) 4145
P, BB AR R T R B AR AE T
fitg, PTLLERIERG BIEAS H R A R ) LA
Mo — MRS BT IR (RNA A
i, JEkZ5 TERAMNEE. KT (RNA 15
i Jide 6 A FH R A S 2 1A I A A = P AN TR fR AR
&4 (Minetal, 2002; Schmidtetal, 2003).

5 REEFEE

BARA AR LB C A 7 B, HHE
WA R 58 HAT LURR RS S R R 2“2 1)
REMERF A B 390 1 AR (B LB Tl PO 4 SR
Y7o AT A M BUEFE AN AR L 227, TANE
g MRV R ? FATTA R RER Js A
Wk 1 ARSI AT REE AR D T AR
BEACRT BOAEA ORI, B I I 0 BT 32 4% PR fik 2
AR, DA T BER AT T AN .
FEADHEAC RIS SN 3, B 35 <380 1 2 A fi
YO F A AR R S T2, i AN K AT fiE
“WEIIE S, DA BRI i b, AT
FERPIRSHIX LA IR AR s D7 AE, X
HBEREYREA S [ BUA RE & A I EAE AR 5
2) BFELEYMBEL, AR R R Rk,
FA R AR AR, TAT R L2 TR M 45
s REARE RE ORI PTIERE A, s
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T M 25 AN R 258 7 ST ROk — 4% B iR AR . TR
B, X SRR AR I S B AT B A
D0 265 (1) EAK )AL, T AN B L PR R 2R 1 SR dh AT
AT . BT XL, AT WG )
b R SR 2R %, 0 AR TEAS [RIE A HAT 1 — R 51
APIREAT R G SE, WA REAA B T T H AT
SOpH e N TIRE ) 1T I s K R L B el i O 4
BN IE RS TIX— A, ASEE =0 —
RYVIAEA R AL AT A CRLES JRUAZ A1 1 4
WA AN B SR A A AN R A H A (R AR R 2E 4
AN [ H AT (1) i 55 ELA% A AR [ — S8 EE 24X
Wikt ClbERfRIeE . Jeo 1 R A B Qi
WS T T RENHE . s —Lf
MEEERI, . 1) T ORI P e
I 22 SRR B B 5 PR R b R R TR H
A B A PR Y R YR, ok B AR
BN B AR RS, IX 5 G B 1) 48 S0 2)
M A7 L8 Wl AT AR S 21 5 S5 B P AP RS R & —
PEAWTRF I AR, X LT AT &2 D) Rg
il (K AR 3 (Tian, 2008). PRI IRATTIN AT
A —AMREH&EM S, Frid KB AL ) AT
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