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Eriocalyxin B induces apoptosis in hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) cells
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Abstract: Objective To explore the mechanism of the growth inhibitory effect of Eriocalyxin B (EriB) on HCC.
Methods The growth inhibitory effect of EriB on HCC cells was measured by MTT assay. The effect of EriB on cell
apoptosis was investigated by Hoechst staining. Apoptosis proteins were detected by Western-blotting and immunofluorescent
staining. Results EriB had significant growth inhibitory effect on HCC cells in a dose-dependent manner. Hoechst
staining indicated that EriB could induce cell apoptosis in hepatocellular carcinoma. And after treatment by EriB ,the
apoptosis protein Bax,cleaved-PARP was increased in the experimental group. Immunofluorescent staining also confirmed
the expression level of Bax in EriB treatment group was higher than that in the control group. Conclusion EriB may
inhibit HCC growth by elevating the expression of Bax and promoting the HepG2 cells apoptosis.
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Fig.1 Effect of EriB on the viability of HCC cells
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