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ON THE ORIGIN OF STACHYURACEAE

LI Heng

(Kunming Institute of Botany, Academia Sinica, Kunming 650204)

Abstract After biological and phytogeographical analysing the species of Stachyuraceae, this
paper is concluded as followings: 1) The everygreen species Stachyulus cordatulus Merr. with
special venation and bisexual flowers is considered as a primitive species in the family; 2) The
origin of Stachyuraceae, may be, lies in the region of Dulongjiang area and North Burma,
i. e. in West Yunnan—Shanban—Malaya block. It means that Stachyulus species owes its origin
to north part of Gandwana land mass before late Paleozoic; 3) Befofre Tertiary period the
species of Stachyuraceae was dispersed to different areas of East Asia, so that the family
Stachyuraceae has extended into existence since late Cretaceous.
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AT T Stachyurus cordatulus Merr. in Brintonia 4: 122. 1941; H. L. Liin
Bull. Torr. Bot. Club. 70: 621, fig. 5. 1943; S. K. Chen in Acta Bot. Yunnan. 3
(2): 129. 1981etinC. Y. Wu, Fl. Yunnan. 3: 344, pl. 98:. 3. 1983.
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Tablel. The comparison of evergreen species in Stachyulus

o £ HFEKE (cm) EEH Bk E 1) BT A
S. cordatulus 8—11 20—45 ERENZLIE L. EE
S. salicifolius 2—7 10—20 PR RUE: IR 57
S. callosus 4—S5 14—18 e, JLFEMK B, #&E
S. yunnanensis 1—-5 6—16 I, JLd M % PR, BUY
S. obovatus 1—2 1—5 FHPE WY

A1 EWERESMRLARK
Fig. 1 -Distribution of every—green species in Stachyuraceae
1. EVENAE Stachyurus cordatulus; 2. ZHEWPENIE S. yunnanensis; 3. VIV IE S. himalaigus; 4. I RERT
% S. salicifo lius; 5. IS ENIE S. obovatus; 6. WHEIMHENWIE S. callosus.
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