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Sacred Site and Its Implications in Environmental and
Biodiversity Conservation in Yunnan, China

LUO Peng, PEl Sheng-ji and XU Jian-chu
( Knunming fastitute of Botany ., Chinsse Academy of Sciences , Kunming 650204 China )

Abstract; At a time when ecological degradation and loss of biodiversity have been taking place at an alanming rate, in
Yunnan a large number of plant communities and species are preserved in various sacred sites, a kind of landscape
patches which are formed and traditionally protected for cultural belief reasons. Religious backgrounds of these patches
are very rich and complex. These sacred sites, with an estimated total number of over 3 thousands, scattered throughout
the province, were classified into 4 types: water bedy, grove, temple, and mountain. In a watershed, different types of
sacred sites, with various sizes, shapes, habitats and isolation situations, constitute a culture-based natural reserve
system, i. e. sacred-site reserve system. As an important part of vermacular conservation and a useful complement to
modem preservation frameworks, this system has been playing a very active role in environmental and biodiversity
protection at both community and regional levels. The crigination, distribution, ecological value and other properties of
the latter three types were given and analyzed with examples. Finally, the necessities of integrating this system into

modem development projects and the potential uses of it in ecological rehabilitation and biediversity management in rural

areas, were suggested.

Key words; sacred site; environmental protection; biadiversity conservation
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