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AQUATIC VEGETATION IN.LAKE ERHAI, YUNNAN

Li Hen
( Kunming Instuute of Bolang ,Chinese Academy of Scieaces)

Shang Yuming .
( Ewveronment Protecton Bureau of Dodi Mumcipality .Y unnen Provnce)

Absiract

Erhai is Yunnan-Guizrhou Plateau's second largest lake .Jies at the east hillside of the Dian-
cang Mountamn extending from 10005 1o 100°17'E.and 25°35" to 25°58'N.

The Lake, |974m in elevation.measures 250km® at the surface. The water volume amounts
to 2R2 % 10°"m". The depth averages |0. Gm,the deepest measurement being 20, Hm. Since 1970s
being in a state of imbulance between income and expenditure the water level descended 2. 73m.
thus ecosystem in Erhai has changed clearly.

Analysis of water samples indicated that Erhai’s waters are still clean. In |9B3 the water
average transpatency is in 4. Dm, the pH value #. 10— 3. 05, the dissobved oxygen cuntent
5.31-—9.33mg/l. )

The aguartic flora of Erhai consist of 10 plant species{table ) among which domninated sub-
merged plants amnpuntng 18 species and sharnng 45Y%, of total number such as Hydrada vertwallatu .
el wouepata | elfleaera qgaitea . FPolewegeton wwawhigzs and sa ot

The principal vegetation types of Erhai are grouped 1nto the following commumties ¢ [, Com-
munity £ cadactfleora, 2. Comm. Teepe + Myrwplylhnn spreatesn o 30 Cumin. Potrposgdon T wpas
4, Comm. L. wwlwmuz, 5. Comm. P. fucens. 6. Comm. P. perfolatus. 7. Comm. (Nielur wewwnaln 8,
Comm. Myrwphyfun spemtum .« Y. Comm. P, maschanus, 10, Comm. Hydrule rertecdlata, 11, Comrn.
Ceretoplylinn demersum < | 2. Comm. Valfisnera gguntea. The basal characteristics of these communr
ties. for example ,the dominant species . stratification . frequency , coverage .are deseribed .and the
distripution of communities is shown in figure.

Since 1970y the changes of Erhai's vegetation are very ¢lear;the coverage of vegetation 1s
increased . the densily of same communitics is growing with each year.wome vlements wl dyupte
flora in Erhai are destroved.the community Cifefia acwmoata is failing . while the prowth depth af

other species.e. g. Vullisnera gupamiea in Erhat has gone up to 7. Om.

Key words Lake Erhai. aguatic vegetation. flora. plant connounity
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