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A PIGMENT OF A FOLK RICE DYEING PLANT BUDDLEIA OFFINALIS
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Flowers of Buddleia of finalis (Maxim,) have been used as rice dyve for
festivals by cthnic groups in southern China since ancient time. It has been reported
that the plant can be used for treatment of eye problem., Only the isolation of fi-
avonoids from the plant was reported before, but what was the pigment remained unso-
Ived, Trom cthanol cxtract, we not only isolaled apigenin, linarin and D-mannitol,
hut also delermined that the pigment of the plant is crocin by meaas of speetral
data,

Crocin C,,Hq,04,, MW 976, rod  powder, mp 179-180-C, UV}‘f,%Snm,
260, 329, 440.5, 461, IR~v[EEiem—!, 3380, 1700, 1609, 1575, 970. ‘I NMR
(400MHz, DMSO-dg); 87.3-6.5 (10H, m, H-olefine), 5,40(2H,d, J =7.5H7,
H~-1 of gentiobiose), 4.15 (2H, d, J =7.7Hz, H-7 of gentiobiosse), 1.79
(6H, s, H-17, 200, 1.95 (6H, s, H-18, 19), '*C NMR DEPT (400Mliz,
DMSO-dg): 8166.3 (C-1, 16), 125.3 (C-2, 15), 144.7 (CH-3, 14), 123.9
(CH-4, 13), 140.0 (CH-5, 12), 136.9 (C-6, 11), 136.0 (CH-7,10), 132.0
(CH-8, 9), 12.7 (CH;-17, 20), 12.6 (CH;~18, 19,
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