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THE FLOURISHING AND DECLINING OF
OTTELIA ACUMINATA

IN THE LAKE DIAN CHI
Li Hen

(Kunming Institute of Botany, Academia Sinica)

ABSTRACT

Ottelia acuminata, grown in the lake Dian Chi is one of the species of
Hydrocharidaceae, Since 1881 many foreign scientists such as J, M, Delavay,
A, Henry. H, Handel-Mazzetti etc collected and studied Otielia plants from
Dian Chi and named them Ottelia yunnanensis, Bootitia polygonifolia, Xystro-
lobos yunnanensis, Ottelia cavaleriei and so on, Through our recent research
we firmly believe that all the mentioned names are the synonyms of Ottelia
acuminata (Gagnep.) Dandy,

In China, during Qing Dynasty, Wu Qi-Jun in his 'Illustrated treatise
on the Botany of China’ described in detail O, acuminata called ""Hai-cai’’
(Seaweed),

Ottelia acuminata is an important aquatic ornamental garden species,
From spring to autumm many large and beautiful Ottelia flowers are borne
above the water surface and gaily decorate the lakes, The leaves of Ottelia
are used as pig feed and eaten by grass carp,The peduncles, spathes and flowers
are eaten as sea food by humans in Yunnan,

The plants of O, acuminata, endemic to China, are widely submersed in
Yunnan lakes, ponds, canals and deep water fields, forming more stable submer-
sed communities in fresh-water areas of less than 4 m deep, About 25 years
ago, the aquatic plants in Dian Chi were dominated by Ottelia, Of late years it
is disappearing from Caohai due to the recent increasing pollution of water, Due

to the excessive breeding of grass carp Ottelia plants are extincting from Dahai,
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