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Folk classification and indigenous management on bamboo resources

WANG Kang-lin,PU Ying-dong
(Kunming Institute of Botany, The Chinese Academy of Sciences,Kunming 650204 ,China)

Abstract ; Indigenous knowledge systems concerning classification,identification .nomenclature and manage-
ment of plant in ethnic areas has an important role for sustainable development of natural resources. Indige-
nous people classify bamboo mainly based primarily on bamboo plant’s economic uses ,morphological char-
acteristics ,life forms ,growth habits ,as well as sociocultural values,which are strongly rooted in biophysi-
cal and sociocultural environment. In addition,indigenous management practice that result from long-term
interactions between indigenous people and natural resources provide reasonable and efficient production
system for sustainable development of bamboo resources. The following recommendations are made for fu-
ture research and development: (1) Survey —More interviews with indigenous communities and field sur-
veys in other remote areas of China are necessary not only for species classification ,identification and dis-
tribution, but also to understand their culture knowledge and uses of this important cultural diversity
should be prepared on a national scale,but with specific recommendation for each tribal groups. The in-

volvement and cooperation of different levels of beneficiaries is also necessary. (3) Dissemination of tech-
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nology —Some modern management methods and technologies can improve the efficiency of resource use,

increase income to indigenous communities,and promote the improvement of well being in these communi-

ties. (4) Financial support for in situ and ex situ conservation —Conservation of bamboo genetic resources

is very important for sustainable production in the future.but may be difficult due to complexity of imple-

mentation strategies that may be affected by diversity in resources,culture and especially financial incen-

tives.
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Table 1 Bamboo interview instrument
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Table 2 Folk classification hased on bamboo utilization characteristics in Mengsong Hani village. Xishuangbanna
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